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One of my favourite Irish songs is ‘Noreen Bawn’, with that classic line ‘the curse of emigration’. 
Growing up in Ireland in the 1960s and 1970s I did not think I would eventually be an emigrant to 
Britain. Having left the warm nest of my Tipperary home I accepted the offer of training to be a nurse 
in London in 1980. For some reason being Irish in Britain set a rush in me to embrace Irish culture 
fiercely. I went to any touring Irish Drama from Ireland and began to pen my own reviews. Triskellion 
started life as St. Agnes Players when in 1983 we produced a pantomime for Cricklewood Homeless 
Concern and in 1985 a rarely performed version of Brian Friel’s ‘The Communication Cord’ in Anson 
Hall Cricklewood .In the early 1990s there was a call out for the local Irish Community to be part of 
the planning and production in a promenade  (where the audience move from scene to scene)    
performance of John B Keane’s The Bodhrán Makers – so I got involved. Subsequently, people 
wanted to do more drama but not on such a large scale and so I founded Triskellion Irish Theatre 
Company. Why the name Triskellion ? we had to call ourselves something and I had seen a post 
card with the triple spiral and found that its earliest creation dates back to the Neolithic era, it can be 
seen in the art of the Book of Kells and at the entrance of Newgrange, Ireland. I thought “that’s good 
enough for me” .Up to then one of the best Dramas of Irish Emigration was Brian Friel’s 
‘Philadelphia Here I Come’, so I started with that.  
 
Most of the plays I have produced and  directed were chosen often in order to involve as many   
people as possible and to share Irish Culture with the wider community .I was blessed by the       
volunteers who followed my vision of an Irish Theatre Company in North London – and more        
recently in Nottingham and Derby; they have worked alongside me to make, paint and furnish sets, 
take a lead on costumes ,music and help with publicity etc. The Irish Press in the UK have been a 
consistent  support to us, who not only promoted our productions but gave the cast and crew a 
‘boost’ when mentioned in preview or review. 
 
So in the twenty five years we have presented numerous plays by J.B Keane, Seán O’Casey, John 
Millington Synge, Brendan Behan and my favourite Brian Friel. We have contributed acts to many of 
the Irish Festivals throughout the UK, especially with John Nolan at Crawley. In our concert or     
cabaret format of ‘Celtic Strands’ , we have showcased some of the best Irish entertainment from  
Britain’s Irish community ,musicians, dancers, actors and comedians to create dazzling shows. I 
have worked alongside London-based friend first  generation Patrick O’Connell OBE, for many 
years and as a company we aim to preserve and enliven Irish drama, comedy, and music in                  
Britain. Patrick and I have helped raise much needed funds for charities like CAFOD – Irish     
Homeless – Church Restoration –  British Adoption Agency and St. Luke’s Hospice etc. The       
concerts are not  alien to celebrity acts either. Irish luminaries such as Niall Toibin, Philomena 
Begley, Finbar Furey, Seán Cannon from ‘The Dubliners’, Jimmy Cricket and Johnny Mc Evoy, the 
current premier folk band Na Fianna, have all swayed, sung and serenaded with Triskellion all over 
the UK.  
 
In the evolutionary years of Triskellion there was not much, if any, funding for ‘amateur’ productions, 
or as I preferred to call it ‘community theatre’. Therefore, other than maybe a sponsorship from B&I 
and the ‘fledging’ Ryanair voucher for raffle prizes our productions functioned on the principle of 
paying the artists  and what was left went to our sponsored charity. Over the years I have had the 
privilege to be able to produce plays and concerts for various groups who have sourced arts             
funding. I have acted and directed, made the sets and produced the play from ‘page to stage’. More    
recently, our main focus is to act as facilitators for promoting and producing Irish plays by  touring 
companies from Ireland and Britain; we have brought to the UK two plays from Insight Theatre and 
Hy Breasal, Celbridge, Co .Kildare. We have toured extensively in the UK with ‘The Rare Oul 
Times,’ a two-act Irish play on the lives of Brendan Behan and Patrick Kavanagh (by Ken Mc Elroy) 
and our ongoing partnership with Ultan Cowley’s ‘Tribute To The Men Who Built Britain,’ featuring 
Seán Cannon.  
 
Finally, much thanks is due to our families, without their support, most of these ‘Triskellion          
Ventures’ would not have been possible . 

Is Mise, Gerry Molumby, Bloomsday 2019                     
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Meeting Brian Friel in 1996 , 
occasion of his 70th birthday. 
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GENERAL ~ S. B. O’ DONNELL  ~  GROCER  

Village 
Theatre 

Cricklewood 
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Riders to the Sea 
 
 

In the Shadow of the 
Glen 

 
 

The Tinker’s Wedding 
  
 

1995 ~ 1997 
Various Venues 
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1997 ~ plus! 
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Gerry 
Molumby 

 
Photographer 
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Theatres 

Irish Centres  

The Old Library, Theatre 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire  

Eaton Square,  
London 
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Festivals 

And Partners 

Charities 

Media 

Irish Studies 
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Presidential Election 2011 

Presidential Visit 2014 

Renowned black and white      
photographer Giorgia      
Bertazzi kindly captured 
many of our dramas 
 
www.giorgiabertazziblog.com 
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Brian Behan, brother of Brendan and 
Dominic and author of ‘Mother of all the 
Behans’ , attended the opening night. 
He is pictured here with L-R Leigh 
O’Connor  (Director) and Gerry     
Molumby  (Producer) ,who also played 
Pat  

In 1996 Christy Moore unveiled the plaque and Irish     
Ambassador Ted Barrington attended ,the  opening of 
‘Haines House. Built in honour of the Parish Priest of 
Crickewood and great supporter with us in setting up  
Cricklewood Homeless Concern . The Hostage was     
produced and performed over nine nights as a fundraising 
event for CHC .I was one of the founding members  
(1983) and chairperson for ten years .The Day Centre 
and resettlement project has thrived since and  
renowned  today as Ashford Place  ~ Gerry 

Irish Ambassador Ted Barrington        
receiving a copy of the programme  
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Casimir holding court  : They were all here , John Mc Cormack, you know... Count 
John Mc Cormack ; he sang at that very fireplace and  and ............ 
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Triskellion’s most ambitious production .Telling the    
story of the real-life plight of Aodh Mór Ó Néill, Earl of 
Tyrone. He led an Irish and Spanish alliance against the 
English in an attempt to drive them out of  Ireland. The 
play is set before and after the Battle of  Kinsale (1601).  
 
This two week run at The Riverside Studios, 
Hammersmith was directed by Donegal native Seán 
Haughey who played Hugh O’Neill alongside to my 
Archbishop Lombard ,I was writing his biography 
throughout the play plot. We worked well on and off the 
stage to critical acclaim. The costumes were designed 
and sourced by students of the National Theatre as part 
of their course work. Great collaboration from all         
involved.               
  
                      Gerry Molumby (Producer) 
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2000  
2001 

Arnold 
Nottingham 

Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
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UK Theatre and Irish 
Centres Tours 

2000 ~ 2012 

Patrick Kavanagh  

Brendan Behan 
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First performance of ‘ Letters to Lucia’               
at  the grave of Lucia  Anna  Joyce               

1907 ~1982 
She  lived and died in Northampton ~Daughter 

of James Joyce and Nora Barnacle  

2004 ~ 2019+  
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In the early years of 
2000 plus in the run 
up to Christmas. 
Paschal Mooney 
presented a     
number of radio      
programmes for 
and about the Irish          
Diaspora in Britain.  

Triskellion          
contributed to the 
programmes and 
helped in choosing 
the locations and  
guests. Paschal is 
here talking to the 
late Michael      
Hannon,            
Nottingham Irish 
Poet 

Meeting the Dubliners back stage Albert Hall 2012 



23 



24 

Theatre and 
Festivals with 

John and 
Noreen Nolan  
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For fourteen consecutive 
years I have been             
involved with               
Nottingham’s St.         
Patrick’s Day Festival.   
Funding, planning ,       
including school         
children and teachers , 
producing artists/
running order and MC at 
the open air concert. 
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Meeting  with Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall at  the 

Embassy of Ireland in 2010. We spoke  about sharing Irish arts  in Britain .  

www.irelandanditsdiaspora.com  Search Gerry Molumby 

46 North Street 
Alfreton 

Derbyshire 
DE55  7FZ 

UK 
 

fmolumby@aol.com 
07772471894 


